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OutbackDromedaries
Thefinding, capture, training, sale&racingofAussie 包 wild camels

ByHALDRAKE
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Hebaskedinabusiness 出at aboundswithbillionｭ
airesinburnooses.WillingtotravelfromtheUnited
ArabEmiratestohisoutdoorshowroomintheAusｭ
廿alian Outback 百四回出 ey boughtfour-footedFerraris
訂ld Corvettes, notwithfishtails, butthatsingleta
peredhumpseennexttopyra 和Li ds ontravelposters

Jewellwasawranglerinahelicopteroverthe
SimpsonDesert, seekingwildlifethatwasonceaneｭ
四日 ity butnowan山sancetramplingoverpostedacres
andbreakingdownfences.Usingflash-and-sound
thunder,heforcedthemintopensandsiftedoutof 出e

bestforadist回t ， oil-richrulerwhowantedfresh, fleet
stockforhisstableofracingcamels

WhywouldCrownPrinceFayed,oneoftheworld's
wealthiestmen, goDownUndertobuyadisused
Dromedary?DidLeeIacoccagoabroadtobuyaBugatti
orp凹chase aPorscheフWhy， then, wouldFayeddisｭ
dain 出e nativestockinhisownhemispheretoshop

--Camel entrepreneur
JohnJewelltucksinathis
ranchoontheedgeofthe
ShireofEskforest.

defineacamel.Byconｭ
servaliveguesstimate,
thereweresome200,000
oftheuselessanddeｭ
structive creatures
wherethebordersof
Queensland,SouthAus
仕組 a andNorthernTerｭ
口to 口四 collide

η甘s grantedJewell
openlicensetobean 恒子

bornerustler, rounding
uppestsforprofit.And
itgavehislifeadrastic
lurn ， p叫ling himaway
from the ulcerating
grindofabig-cityb出ト

nessπlan

Outofschoolat14,
Jewellwasabusiness
prodigy.In也 ne ， hegot
into 出e comingthing,
computers , acquiring
sevenshopsandallthe
headachesofsuccess

"Afterawhile, Ihad40staff, tworepaircenters
Andallofasudden, thecomputerbusinesswasr山1

rungme, notmer山ming thecomputerbusiness.My
lifewasn'tmyown."

Jewellwasbuyer, advertis町田d personnelmanｭ
agerwithaturnoverworkforce.Lessthanhonestlaｭ
borliftedexpensivepartsandhisshopswerefrequent
targetsofblunt-instrumentbreak-ins-ordinary
through-the-windowburglariesoratruckdriven
throughashopfront，出e engineidlingwhilelaptops
wereloadedaboard 四d carriedaway.

Jewell'sbrotherwasonthecriticallistafterheen
counteredtwointrudersinonestoreandwasstabbed
仇市 0， Jewellaskedhimself, neededthis?
Sharebyshare, shopbyshop, Jewellpulledloose,

lookingforalifethatwouldgivehimaborn-free
feeling.ThatcameataNewYear'sEve1986party

"Averygoodfriendsaidtome, 'Hey, I'mgoingto
gointothiscamelrace.'''Wornout 訂1d bor 号d with
busin 田s， JewelltoldPeterBarrythatheneededa
break.Thislookedgood.A3,660-kilometer race 出at

(ContinuedonPage15)

forcamels?inAussie?Wouldn'tthismakehimasetｭ
upforanoilyhucksterwhosoldlamehorseswi 出 a

falsehump フ

Nothinglike 出at ， Jewellinsists.Fay戸ed wasapoorJ …e吋山吋叩be凶愉ef由fo吋r
oImJμewell nev 巴r walkeda mτru孔Ie tωo sell sand.Arabswer問e conned0凹u凶t 口of e凹as勾yrπmill 出I且IOn眠s， devel-

C臼amels t匂o Arabs.Thevcametωo him. 0叩ping ahard-shelleds印us勾picion ofoutlanders
J -_...- W .~.... ItmadeFayedanastutebusin 目sman andJewell

learnedhisfirstlesson:followanybusinessscriptto
theletter.ToanArab, onceburnedwasalways
learned

Besides, JewellhadwhatFayedwanted-a
plentitudeofp山e-s 廿ain camelsthatwerenarrowin
thechestandlong-bodiedwithlonglegs.Bestofall,
withtheo 吋Y wildcamelsintheworld,Australiawas
atreasuretroveofthoroughbreds-nottheintermixed
mongrelsonFayed'sowngro 凹d， fulloffierceand
stubborntemperandfitonlyforlong-haulcaravans
Thecamelsherewerethesingle-breedDromedaries
thatwerebroughtinbyAfghandriversin 出e last
cent 山y 四d usedbyexplorerswhoopenedthefor
biddingOutback

Camelswereidealforthework.Ruggedanddu
rabie, theywerebellerthanhorsesbecausethey
neededlittletoeat 口r drinkandhadtwicethehaulｭ
and-pullcapacityofapackhorse.Butasfrontierswidｭ
ened, roadswerebuiltandwagonswerepoweredby

poppingcylinders ，出 e

dayoftheDromedary
wasdone.SomeAfｭ
gh 四ssorrowfully shot
theirmounts.Other
camelswerespareda
finishing bul1letby
compassionatehanｭ
cUerswhounharnessed
themintoaharshwilｭ
derness, feelingthat
Allahwouldprovide.

"Theywereright,"
Jewell shrugged
"Camelsflourished."
Theyweresoproli 日c

that decades later,
farmerswhoinspected

'Roundtheturnandheadedhomearethesenon-ArabianOutbackcowboys 出ewreckageofafence

aboardtheirgrace 旬I mounts. r四 out ofprofanityto



UAEpotentatecomescallingtotheOutbackseekingracingcamels

DeckedoutinS油ara gearcomesAboubinBoogie,
readytorumbleonthecameltrack.

erty.Thereisn'tanauthenticArabinthecrowd , but
ridersandattendantswearrobeandturbanthatmake
themlooklikeex 仕出 out ofanoldJonHallmovie.All
aredesignedandsewnbyDiane, whoatthelastrun,
woreablack, bare-midriffcostumeandharemmask
trlmm 巴d withgoldbaubles

Racesarebriefandfast.Thestartinggunsends
camelsboltingforthinagracefulblur, thenalongｭ
stridegallopthatisaspreciseasaquarter-horsetrot
FlathoovesraisereddustthecolorofGeorgiaclay

Theactionwasconstant.
Assoonasonesweatyrelayofracersfinished ,

noddedtoch 四時間 ddismo 山lied ， morehalteredcamｭ
elswereledoutandanotherracenm.Tomanyspecｭ
tato 目，出 e pinnacleoftheafternoonwasarunbyraw
amateurs-thehighestbiddersinacharityauctionto
helptroubledkids.Therewasalsoanintermission
attτaction-the runningofgazelledogs, whichlook
likelapcolliesbutarecapableofbringingdownfullｭ
sizedvenison

Jewellfelthisinstinctsasracerandtrainertingle,
buthasn'tbeenidledbyabreakinbusiness.Heis
managingdirectorofAussieBushAdventureCo.,
ownedbytheZischkes.Jewellcoaxescitifiedoutｭ
landers-mostlyyoungJapaneseandKoreans-into
campoutsclosetobushandwildlifeandbeneath
theglitteringclarityoftheSouthernCross.They're
taughttomakethecampfirebiscuitscalled
"damper"andtakenonsupervisedsafaristolearn
bushlorewhereitwasborn-toldofthenomads
whocarriedblanketrolls , calledswags, acrosstheir
backsandshoulders.Thisburdenwasalsocalleda
"Matilda"andwhenaswagmanwalked , theMatilda
swayedalonglikeadancepartner.A policeman
takingasui!巴n swagmanintowmighttellhim:
"You'llcomewaltzingMatilda..."And , ofcourse,
thereistherelaxingswayofacamelride.Jewellis
watching, wailing, hoping.

"Bynexty回r， ifwetrainthosewehaveandthey've

gotalotofthecharacteristicsHお Highness likes, if
theyareevensemi-successful,HjsHjghnesswillbuy."

Onecarnel,soldfor$3,000,couldbethatel 百mpion

withthegoldengajt-thatconstant,consistentwinner
whoseea ロungs aresharedwiththebreeder

"Onecamel, onemjlliondollars," Jewellwayswith
aneasy-corne, easy-goshrug 、

himonhishaunch 自由 afewdays, andhewouldtrustｭ
fuIl yac 目pt ahumanloadfromakindlycaptor

Then, crated, thecarnelswentinto 山e Airbus, a
combinedstableandluxuryjeUiner.Trainerandreｭ
tainersrodeaheadof 山e an 江nals infirst-cia 日 com

fort, tendedbyhostessesand 民rved hauleCI<山間

Jewellneverwentalong, collectingcash-on- 出e

∞山 lter paymentafewhoursbeforeliftoff.Hewould
neverforgetoneofthosepayoffs

"ThegentlemanwasgoingtopaymeinAmerican
ExpressTravel 町's Checksbecause 出at's howthey
didbusiness.Weweretalkingabout$5.5million 旬、 d

hewasgivingmehundred-dollarchecks.Hehad 出js

walletabouteightorn.ineinel官s long,sixinchesdeep
and 白ve incheswide.Andhe 山lZipped thisthingand
openeditupandjuststartedp叫ling outU羽田 and ・

dollarlotsofhundred
dollarchecks."

Hesignedonlythe
topofthechecks, withｭ
outthecon 日 rmlng Slgｭ
naturebelow
Jewell exclaimed ,

"No, no, no.Youhave
tosignthemall."He
wouldn't , and told
Jewell: つust takethisto
thebank."
Jewell did. The

checkscleared
Bythistime, John 田d

-I Maryhadmovedform
GoldCoasttotheShire
ofEsk, afewhou 回目・

land.Thisissettledbut
authenticallywild,with
koalaintall, thickgumDianeZischkeinher I¥.valGIII lClII, uu...."0μ

haremgarbandmask, all trees, shy butvisible
home-';ade. wallabiesandablack

dingo, abushdog 出at

gl 訂目 balefully atvisilo 目 but neverapproach 田.Th eir

neighbors,Cedricand0旧ne Ziscl1ke, be四me friends
andbusinessa日0口ates ， combiningacr 缶四 d 回日お.It

wouldopenyetanotherdoorwaytoJewell
HeandMarytraveledonlyoncetotheUAE, as

Fayed'sexpense-paidgu 田t inaHiltonp四thou~e

Theynevermethim.Fewdid.ArecluselikeHoward
Hughes, theCrownPrincewasclosetoonlyahandful
offriends 叩d retaine 目

Businessflourished, andJohnignoredfrowning
skepticswhowonderedwhatkindofconmanwo 凶d
tellthemhesoldcamelstoArabs.Thecameltrade
continued, thenstopped

EnterSaddamHussein, andabriefwarthatleftthe

PersianGulfboilingwithtension.In1992 ，白 e orde 巴

fromashakyareastopped, althoughJohnisconι

dentiyhopefulhe'llgetmoreofthoseroyalcommands
Inthego 吋 days ， beforeoilweUsinKuwaitstarted
burnin 各 JeweU carefullykeptsomeofthoserejecled
camels-stillpu 同町 d intelligentslock, capableof
conceivingthefirstcaptivecamelsbredinAustralia.

Inthemeantime, he'sintouchwiththesportof
sheiks, keepinghisowncamelsinprimetrim, standｭ
ingatrailsidewhenCedricandDianerun 田mual

racesonaquarter-miletrackattheedgeoflheirprop-

YoungAkern.iYoko ・yama ，visitingfromDalNippon,
sロambl田 aboard aseatedcarne!, readyforsome 出ing

definitelydifferent

(ContinuedfromPage1)

wo 叫dr 山、 for threemonthsfromremoteAyersRock
totheb凶tling r田arts ofGoldCoast, alldoneat 出e

lopingpaceoftheplacidcamei
"Itcouldhavebe 凹 giraffes orostτiches oranyｭ

thing," Jewellsays."!wasjustlookingforthatbreak."
SowaswifeMarywhoalsoneededarecessfrom

hardworkandhecticpace
JewelltalkedhimselfinasBarry'sbackup.Wi 出

boyhoodexperienceintheOutback, hewoulddrive
bo 出 a competingcamelandafour-wheeldrivetruck,
arollingwarehollseofprovisionsandfodder

Doingspadeworkforafuture 同de， Jewellwashelpｭ
fultoraceorg 田U盟国 He foundthemavetwhoshould
treatlameorailinganimals.AlexKinsenknewlittle
aboutcamels-fewvetsknewanythingataU-butwould
learnashewentalong.AndwhileJewell 回dB 訂ry

camenowl 噌re closetowinning ー出 ey felloutalongthe
way-Jewellfoundvistasbeyondthe 白山 h line

EnterFayed , readytosearchforcamelsinAustraｭ
lia.Hefirstneededareliablevet, reasoningthata
long-raceveteranlikeKinsenwashisma.n.Flownto
theUAE, KinsenfirsttreatedFayed'sdomesticstock,
thentoldhimwherehecouldgetbetter, fresher
mo 山lts-referring theCrownPrincetoaformercomｭ
putersalesman

Jewellgotintothetrappingtrade,hiringahelicopter
andforagingoverthedesertforadenseherdora
wrigglinglineofwildcamels.Thenhewasonhisquarry
likeafoxhound,lurchingandturning, herdingthe 民asls

intolargebutpor 厄ble penswithsolidsteelwalls
The 廿aps 亡ould holdupto200.Camelswererested

overnight, thenasorting-outbegan.BesidesJo 七回 's

hiredwranglers, theCrownPrince'sownretainers
stoodbytoP町e theherdwithanodorawaveoff.

Thebest50wereproddedaboardroadtrains, a
longchainofvans, thentowedtothefirstsettlement
ontheedgeofthedesert.Fromthere, itwasathouｭ
sandw白ry ， g叫p-of-coffee milestoafairgroundin
Darwin-justacross 出e s廿eet fromaRoyalAustraｭ
lianAirForcebase

Thishadbeendeliberatelychosenbecauseitwas
theonlyfar-norUlfieldthatcouldtakeFayed'sAirｭ
bus-oneof23heownspersonally

TrainingstartedandJewellfound 肋at the 四melw 時

agentleandintelligentanimal, easily 厄med andnever
brokenill 偲 awildmust 叩g.Apali 凹【 trainer couldhave
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