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TheJimbochotreasuretroveofbooksfromyesteryear

l stUPhotos
ByHalDrake

HowdidRingLardnertravelfromLongIsｭ
landtoTokyo?
Thereitwas:HowtoWriteShortStories, on問e

。ぱftheb伽n喝ght 目tworks。ぱfalぬon引g含-dimmedlit 怜怠官r問悶a訂一r

u匂ght 一L紅dne町r mast 町pi提eαs sucha酷sAlibi n政《伺e

andChampion, thebitteraccountofabox町
whoisapublicidol,worshippedbyfanswhodo
notknowwhata∞rrupt， rotten-souledbastard
heis.
Itbelongsinauniversitylibraryortheca 陀ful

h回ds ofacollector, notcollecting dustina
Sぽond-hand bookstorebin
Afirstedition;itwaseveninscribed:"From
Mrs.MyronRi chards む1d MargieRichards,July
7出， 1924,toO.F.Rh田 deso 引 his 83rdbirthday."
Ifnoneofthemhavesurviv 吋， thebookhasｭ
eventhefadedpeonypres 日dbetweenthepag 目
。fMyRoomy, ano仕官rbrilliantLardnerwork..
Demeanedtothebargainbin, itmighthave
beenafeastforsilverfish.Butitwasretrievedfor
afewhundredyenby 出is writerwhowouldn't
tradeitforanewPorscheoranoldBugatti.
Thishappenedintheruckanddisorderofthe

Jinbocho ，出 e bus 出ng literarybargain∞叩 ter

thatsprawlsoverlongblocksintheKandadisｭ
trictofnortheasternTokyo.
Itisfullofbeyo 明d-count bookshops,eachinｭ

dis 凶guishable from 出eoth 町， all w抽出直 S叩1e

sliding-glassdoorsandflyspeckedwindows,evｭ
eryonewiththesamecarelesslyheapedcomｭ
modity.Books.Hundredsofthousandsofbooks,
ineverylanguage,onallsubjects
Tobesure, therea四 fewer sho 戸出 anin

formerdays,becausemanyhave四ded valuable

groundtobanksandboutiques.But 仕1ere 紅e

stillrareandbountifulfindsforthealertand
watchful.

lnonenond 田αiptshop w百ebo 山、 dvolum 目

。ftheWeeklyLondonTimes,acompletesetfor
1916,whichtoldoftheEasterRebellioninDublin
印d theghastlyBattleoftheSomme.Theshopｭ
perwhoboughtthosepushedsomethingelse
aside-a1901weeklymagazinethattoldofPres ト

dentW 山am McKinley'splannedappearanceat
thePanAmericanExpositioninBuffalo, N.Y.
Thatnight,theshopperrecalledahistoryIe 田on

McKinleydidshowupandwasfatallyshotby
阻 anarchist whobecameoneofthefirstvictims
ofadevicecalledtheelec 仕ic cha 汀 The shopper
dashedbackforthemagazin 巴It wasgone.

η1e Dantesellsthekindofcastoffmagazines
onceleftonbackporch 田 for theGoodWillｭ
Lifemagazinesdatingbackto1937,earlyPlayｭ
boy,vintageSpiderman.OnJan.1, 1951,Time's
ManoftheYearwastheAmericansoldier, the
grimandgrimyriflemanwhostoodagainstthe
RedonrushinKorea.Itwouldbeanantiqueto
manyAmericans,tellingofatimeitwasn'tfashｭ
ionableto 日ee toCanada.Doesanybodyonthis
longboulevardknowThomasMannfrom
ErskineCaldwell フ You havetowonderasyou
seeJosefundSeineBrudernestlingwithToｭ
baccoRoad.Fewshopkeepersappreciateliterｭ
aryvaluesorknowwhattheyhaveontheir
hands
Bargainsbegintoaboundat10a.m.when
bookshopsraisetheirshuttersandoutdoorstalls
arewh 田led tothesidew 叫ks-pushed bymomｭ
and-popproprietorsorasingleowner-de.rk.
AwholesetofEncyclopediaBritannicafor
$40?Well,itisabitoutdated.identifyingKorea

asthecolonialpropertyofJapan.Thechapteron
makeupwaswrittenbyLonChaney, thesilentｭ
sαeen masterofhorrificdisguis 巴

Somestoresc町1takeweightoffashopper'swalｭ
letη1e Isseido,90yearsold, isfullofknowledgeｭ
abledealerswhocataloguetheirgoodsandofferno
markdownorstocktake.That1882editionofNana
wentrightfromEmileZola'spentoapressinParis
ThiswasbeforeZolafacedinquisitorsatthetrialof
AlfredDreyfus,buthewasalreadyanaturalenemy
ofofficialsscandalizedbythatengravingofhiscourｭ
tesan,cladonlyinadiaphano凶凶ghtgown asshe
disportsherselfbyc回dlelight. Hasitbeenthere,
neversold, since 出eIsseidowelcomeditsfirstcusｭ
tomersin1907?Shakinghishead,ayo山、gclerkcan
onlyquoteastayawayp口ceo $500U.5.Perhapssome
wealthycollectorwillfinallytakeitaway
Itwouldn'tbemissedforlong.Nana'sniche
wouldbeeasilyfilledbyanotherworkbecausethe
Jinbochohasneversufferedstockshortages.Many
booksarecastoffsfromlibraries.Therearetluee
tmiversitieswi 吐血 1awalkandotherscloseby.And
generationsofdepartingforeignresidents, finding
disusedbookstobetroublesomeluggage,brought
themtotheJinbocho
Theremightbemanymoretreasures, indifferｭ
entlythrownondisorderlypiles.Butisthereno
alphabeticalorder, noDeweyDecimalSystem, no
bankofcomputerstotracebookorauthortoguide
bewilderedbrowsers?
Andmusttherealwaysbethatslagh 四pofbooks

atevεryd ∞r，noexceptio 出 to allthiscolorfulchaos?
Well, there'stheHagaBookstore, whichkeeps
itsgoodsdiscreetlyindoorshasadignifiedfacade
ofblacktileandanautomaticdoorbankedbypotｭ
tedevergreen
Itsellsporno


